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SSTIiLaTES  CF  LAi.iAGS  TO  CORE  BY  THE  EUROFSAU  CCRF  BORER 
IN  THE  UNITEF  STATES  IN' 1947 
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lereal  and  Forase  Insect  Investigations 


It  is  estimated  that  the  European  corn  borer  (Eyraasta  nubilalis  (Kbn.)) 
caused  a loss  of  $9°, 770*791  United  States  in  1947.  The  loss 

occurred  in  a corn  crop  valued  at  about  $3  * 313 > 000 , 000^  Of  the  total  loss, 
$3,238,495  T^as  in  sweet  corn  and  593.532,29b  in  corn  grown  for  grain. 

In  1947  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Cuarantine  and  various 
State  agencies  cooperated  in  determining  the  abundance  of  the  corn  borer 
in  532  counties  in  22  States.  The  data  accumiUlated  were  utilized  to 
estimate  the  loss  caused  by  the  corn  borer  in  S06  counties  to  which  the 
survey  data,  may  be  applied.  An  additional  239  counties  are  known  to  Ce 
infested.  In  riost  of.  these  cou'nties  the  loss  is  negligicle,  or  insufficient 
data  are  available  for  a reasonably  accurate  estimate  to  be  miade  for  them.. 

The  established  indices  of  loss  of  3>  5.  3 percent  per  Ocrer  per  plant 

in  corn  grown  for  grain,  sweet  corn  for  canning,  and  in  m.arket  sweet  corn 
were  utilized  in  computing  losses.  In  table  1 the  losses  on  sweet  corn 
grown  for  canning  and  for  market  are  ccr.bined.  CroTj  production  and  values 
were  obtahned  by  utilizing  the  latest  statistics  available,  or  the  1945 
census  figures,  a.nd  prices  reported  by  the  Bureau  of  i^gricultural  Economics 
and  various  public  markets.  Prices  for  corn  were  those  reported  as  of 
DecemRer  Ip,  1947,  in  Agricultural  Prices,  published  .by  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics. 
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